
TYPOGRAPHY CPR



Thanks for getting the slides!

I hope this presentation will bust a few 
myths on design and accessibility, so I 
encourage you to spread the word! 
 
If you do share it, please always credit 
pimpmytype.com. There you will also 
find more helpful resources. 
 
And now, enjoy! 
Cheers ¶ Oliver

http://pimpmytype.com
https://pimpmytype.com/tag/accessibility/


Type is everywhere



Type is everywhere



How can you make 
Type work for you?



Come on, typography dude, 
but it’s only a little text!











When Typography 
becomes brutally  VISIBLE



!
Too light text



"
Inappropriate typefaces 



#
Typographic rampage



 pimp_my_type

Oliver Schöndorfer
Typography Consultant ❤ UI Designer



Supporting you boost UX  with the 
power of typography!

%



What about you? 
& '



(
The interface is the product. 



Content

Shape

Function



ContentShapeFunction



Type



We belong toge$%
Style Script by Robert Leuschke



Grenze Gotisch by Omnibus-Type

We Belong Together



Banshee by Tim Donaldson

We belong together



THE RIGHT FONT



RANGEIt’s a



Font Follows

Feeling



In logos, headlines or other big short text

Be eXpReSsIvE 
& HaVe FuN!



Don’t use very stylized fonts for reading text

Ornamental fonts won’t work for 
more than one line of large text





Display text

Body text2

Functional text3

1



Display text

Body text2

Functional text3

1



Function
Font Follows



lI5SO10
Enter your password

Don’t let people guess in critical situations



Enter your password

lI5SO10 
Make it absolutely clear when it has to be



EXPRESSIVEKnow  
when 

to be

and 
when 
not.



Pick the right category for functional text

Sans Slab Serif
y m m





Overall impression

1. What feeling does the typography give you?  

2. What typographic elements stand out most – 
and are that the right ones? 

3. Are there typographic elements that seem 
inappropriate or inconsistent?

#1
5 min



QUICK TIPPS



Make it large enough

THE BEST, MOST LEGIBLE 
T Y P E F A C E B E C O M E S 
USELESS , IF YOU RUIN 
R E A D A B I L I T Y B Y 
TYPESETTING IT HORRIBLY.

Music: Spectrum by TrackTribe



THE BEST, MOST LEGIBLE 
T Y P E F A C E B E C O M E S 
USELESS, IF YOU RUIN 
R E A D A B I L I T Y B Y 
TYPESETTING IT HORRIBLY.
Don’t justify text

Music: Spectrum by TrackTribe



THE BEST, MOST LEGIBLE 
TYPEFACE BECOMES 
USELESS, IF YOU RUIN 
READABILITY BY 
TYPESETTING IT HORRIBLY.
Underline sparingly

Music: Spectrum by TrackTribe



THE BEST, MOST LEGIBLE 
TYPEFACE BECOMES 
USELESS, IF YOU RUIN 
READABILITY BY 
TYPESETTING IT HORRIBLY.
Avoid all caps

Music: Spectrum by TrackTribe



The best, most legible 
typeface becomes useless, 
if you ruin readability by 
typesetting it horribly.

Use Regular weight
Music: Spectrum by TrackTribe



The best, most legible 
typeface becomes useless, 
if you ruin readability by 
typesetting it horribly.

Italicize sparingly
Music: Spectrum by TrackTribe



The best, most legible 
typeface becomes useless, 
if you ruin readability by 
typesetting it horribly.

Music: Spectrum by TrackTribe



The best, most legible 
typeface becomes useless, 
if you ruin readability by 
typesetting it horribly.

Music: Spectrum by TrackTribe



THE RIGHT SIZE



But is this really not accessible?



1.4.3 Contrast (Minimum) 
1.4.4 Resize Text 

Success Criteria



But is this really not accessible?



But is this really not accessible?

y 200% of the original size 
without loss of content or functionality



Type Type
Large x-height 

(Roboto)
Small x-height 
(Josefin Sans)

72% 52%



Type Type

In small sizes, type with larger x-height seems larger



Abc

Abc
Abc

Abc



Abc Abc Abc Abc

The font size should be adjusted to the reader’s distance from the device



Bigger text on bigger screens, maybe slightly smaller text on small screens

Abc Abc Abc Abc

150% 120% 100% 90%



Font size Calculator
https://legibility.info/font-size-calculator

https://legibility.info/font-size-calculator


1 rem = 16 px
Don’t go below 12 px



1 px = 0.75 pt



There is no minimum font size, but use  
at least 1 rem or 16 px for body text.



4. Is the text comfortable to read regarding font size, 
line-height, spacing? 

5. Is the color contrast strong enough? 

6. Are links, buttons, or prices clearly distinguished?

#2
5 min

Readability & Accessibility



THE IDEAL PARAGRAPH



The ideal line is around 60 to 80 characters long. This is mostly based on conventions, so 
keep your paragraphs at this max width. Now for the line height, a good rule of thumb is 
that the longer the lines get, the larger the line height should be. However, the shorter the 
line is, the smaller the line height can become. A good rule of thumb is to make it roughly 
1.5 times the font size and then adjust it accordingly.

Line length

Very long lines are unpleasant to read

95 characters



The ideal line is around 60 to 80 characters long. This is mostly based 
on conventions, so keep your paragraphs at this max width. Now for 
the line height, a good rule of thumb is that the longer the lines get, 
the larger the line height should be. However, the shorter the line is, 
the smaller the line height can become. A good rule of thumb is to 
make it roughly 1.5 times the font size and then adjust it accordingly.

Line length

Add a max-width to your body text

71 characters



The ideal line is around 60 to 80 characters long. This is mostly based 
on conventions, so keep your paragraphs at this max width. Now for 
the line height, a good rule of thumb is that the longer the lines get, 
the larger the line height should be. However, the shorter the line is, 
the smaller the line height can become. A good rule of thumb is to 
make it roughly 1.5 times the font size and then adjust it accordingly.

Line-height

A tight line height for long lines seems crowded

0.8



The ideal line is around 60 to 80 characters long. This is mostly based 

on conventions, so keep your paragraphs at this max width. Now for 

the line height, a good rule of thumb is that the longer the lines get, 

the larger the line height should be. However, the shorter the line is, 

the smaller the line height can become. A good rule of thumb is to 

make it roughly 1.5 times the font size and then adjust it accordingly.

Line-height

A larger line-height can cause your text to loose cohesion

2.0



The ideal line is around 60 to 80 characters long. This is mostly based 

on conventions, so keep your paragraphs at this max width. Now for 

the line height, a good rule of thumb is that the longer the lines get, 

the larger the line height should be. However, the shorter the line is, 

the smaller the line height can become. A good rule of thumb is to 

make it roughly 1.5 times the font size and then adjust it accordingly.

Line-height

1.4 to 1.5 is often a good value for that line length

1.4



The ideal line is around 60 to 80 

characters long. This is mostly 

based on conventions, so keep 

your paragraphs at this max 

width. Now for the line height, a 

good rule of thumb is that the 

longer the lines get, the larger 

the line height should be. 

However, the shorter the line is, 

the smaller the line height can 

become. A good rule of thumb is 

to make it roughly 1.5 times the 

Line-height

What worked for longer lines, 
is too loose for shorter lines

1.4



The ideal line is around 60 to 80 
characters long. This is mostly 
based on conventions, so keep 
your paragraphs at this max 
width. Now for the line height, a 
good rule of thumb is that the 
longer the lines get, the larger 
the line height should be. 
However, the shorter the line is, 
the smaller the line height can 
become. A good rule of thumb is 
to make it roughly 1.5 times the 
font size and then adjust it 
accordingly.

Line-height

Shorter lines can have a smaller line-height   

1.3



7. Is it easy to scan and find the key info? 

8. Are weights, sizes, and styles used consistently 
to show hierarchy? 

9. If you could fix one thing to make the design 
clearer, what would it be and why?

#3
5 min

Hierarchy & Focus



ANALYSIS



Before
idos.cz



After
idos.cz

color contrast

http://idos.cz


Before
novinky.cz

https://www.novinky.cz/clanek/lifestyle-osobnosti-michaela-rozsa-ruzickova-zena-s-taktovkou-uz-neni-exot-40574923


After
novinky.cz

Line height 
reduced

Added space 
before

https://www.novinky.cz/clanek/lifestyle-osobnosti-michaela-rozsa-ruzickova-zena-s-taktovkou-uz-neni-exot-40574923


Before
prague.eu

http://prague.eu/cs/objevujte/staromestska-radnice-s-orlojem/


After
prague.eu

Reduced 
line height and 
font size

http://cs/objevujte/staromestska-radnice-s-orlojem/


Before
prague.eu

http://cs/objevujte/staromestska-radnice-s-orlojem/


After
prague.eu

Reduced 
weight, 
line height, 
font size

http://cs/objevujte/staromestska-radnice-s-orlojem/


CASE STUDY



LINE
When tweaking

HEIGHT
affects millions



Vienna’s new official website 
Easy access to information for everyone 

3-4 million page views/month 

~68% mobile visits 

Text focused with no fluff



“A lot of text to scroll”
“Hard to see the whole page”

“Type is too small”
“Text is too large”





Custom Typeface 
Clear and readable 

Solid base web design 

Gaps filled in by front-end 

No check with real content



Too heavy and tall

Loose line-height

Unintended spacing

Good type size (17 px)

Loose line-height



Before After
+5 lines



Tall line-height

Unclear hierarchy



Before After



Before After
+6 lines



✓ Find your most critical use case 

✓ Optimize it for skim reading 

✓ Short lines need less line-height 

✓ Space before headings amplifies hierarchy 

✓ Compact headings work best

What can you learn from this?



Awareness is Power



Small Changes



BIG EFFECTS



Your typographic journey 
has only just begun



On YouTube 
Pimp my Type



On Font Friday 
Weekly Newsletter



Now go out there, and …



Pimp that Type



 pimp_my_type pimpmytype

Oliver Schöndorfer  

Get the slides

pimpmytype.com/cpr

Typography Consultant

my TypePimp


