
The invisible Power 
of UI Typography



Type is everywhere



Type work for you?



How can you make 
Type work for you?



Come on, typography dude, 
but it’s only a little text!











When Typography 
becomes brutally  VISIBLE



!
Too light text



"
Inappropriate typefaces 



#
Typographic rampage



 pimp_my_type

Oliver Schöndorfer
Typography Consultant  & UI Designer



Helping you boost UX  with the 
power of typography!

$





%
The interface is the product. 



Content

Shape

Function



ContentShapeFunction



Type



We belong toge$%
Style Script by Robert Leuschke



Grenze Gotisch by Omnibus-Type

We Belong Together



Banshee by Tim Donaldson

We belong together



Font choice

Spacing

Hierarchy
Accessibility
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Font choice

Spacing

Hierarchy
Accessibility

Success
Sizes

Personality Contrast



Hierarchy
Font choice

ContrastSizes Spacing

&



Personality
Accessibility
Successful

'





Font Choice



Tough conditions Dynamic content

Small sizes



Small sizesTough conditionsDynamic content



UI Fonts



Why not using system fonts and chill? 



Good Afternoon
Roboto

(

Androids default font



Titilium Web

)

Good Afternoon



Signika

*

Good A!ernoon







+



Pick the right category

Sans Slab Serif
y m n



calm

Strokes are even with little contrast

calm calm
y

Nunito 
Very even strokes

Right Grotesk 
Contrasting ink traps

Playfair Display 
Too contrasting

m n



esca

Letter shapes are open

esca esca
m

Fira Sans 
Very open shapes

Inter 
Quite closed shapes

Neue Helvetica 
Closed shapes

y n



Letter shapes are open

esca esca



Letter shapes are open

escaesca
escaesca

Fira Sans is more legible 
in small sizes

Neue Helvetica is harder 
to read in small sizes



Il1 Il1 Il1
Letterforms are easy to distinguish

y

IBM Plex Sans 
very distinct characters

Gill Sans 
All the same shapes

SF Pro 
More disitinct

n m



Megatypos2

Megatypos3

Megatypos1

Megatypos4



Brandon Text might work

Newsreader is too busy and classyMegatypos2

Megatypos3

Megatypos1

Megatypos4 Messapia – come on – too crazy!

Rubik might work



Rubik



Font Friday Archive 
fontfriday.com



Hierarchy



What is most important 
in this view?

&



2

1

3

4

5

Hierarchy levels 



Hierarchy 
by size & weight

17 pt (body) 
15–17 pt are ideal



17 pt 
SemiBold

34 pt 
Regular

Hierarchy 
by size & weight

17 pt (body) 
15–17 pt are ideal



14 pt 
Regular

15 pt 
Regular

Hierarchy 
by size & weight



Hierarchy 
by color

#222222

#003471



⚠ a11y alert ⚠ 

#80888F



#80888F 3.59:1
AA 4.5:1n

⚠ a11y alert ⚠ 



#80888F

4.5:1
AA 4.5:1y

#74777A

⚠ a11y alert ⚠ 



 WCAG ya’ll! 





 Lawyer UP! 



https://www.w3.org/TR/WCAG21/#perceivable

Information and user interface 
components must be presentable 
to users in ways they can perceive.

1. Guideline: Perceivable



1.4.1 Use of Color 
1.4.3 Contrast (Minimum)

Success Criteria





font-weight: 400 
letter-spacing: 0



font-weight: 400 
letter-spacing: 0



font-weight: 450 
letter-spacing: 1%



Hierarchy 
by color contrast



1.77:1
AA 4.5:1n



4.51:1
AAy 4.5:1



4.51:1 10.6:1
AAy 4.5:1 AAy 4.5:1



font-weight: 400



font-weight: 450





& Too cramped?





















FRANCISCVS















Letter spacing: 0% 
Kerning: off



Letter spacing: 5% 
Kerning: on







Spacing



The final Fontier









Unclear relations
Groups are little obvious.



12 pxUnclear relations
Groups are little obvious.



Increase spacing
while setting a base unit. 

16 px

16 px



Create connections
Set elements closer, that 
belong to one group. 
 
Add space around groups 
to clearly distinguish them.



Set elements closer, that 
belong to one group. 
 
Add space around groups 
to clearly distinguish them.

Create connections



0.5

2

0.5

0.5

1.5

1

1

0.5

1.5

0.5

Spacing based on multiples 
or fractions of the base unit.

Create connections

16 px = 1

0.5







Before





Final polish



Final polish Medium 
weight increased

Highlighted 
with bg color





YEAH! Typography!





How you can make 
Type work for you



System 
Fonts



Individual 
Typefaces



Clear 
Hierarchy



Proper 
Spacing



Your typographic journey 
has only just begun



On YouTube 
Pimp my Type



On Font Friday 
Weekly Newsletter



Now go out there, and …



Pimp that Type



that TypePimp



 pimp_my_type pimpmytype

Oliver Schöndorfer  

pmty.pe/uitype

Slides & Resources

Typography Consultant

my TypePimp


